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Northumberland, of Talbot, were drawn in strict con-
sonance with the traditions, A sketch of the Earl of
Shrewsbury, from the pen of Queen Elizabeth's arch-
bishop Parker; l Lord Herbert of Cherbury's auto-
biography ; the letters and essays of Sir Philip Sidney;
the anecdotes preserved by the antiquaries Fuller and
Collins; some glimpses at the interiors of noble
houses, which we owe to Pepys and Evelyn: the
details which Ben Jonson's masques (performed at
Kenilworth, Althorpe, Belvoir, and other noble
houses) record or suggest; down to Aubrey's passages
of the life of Hobbes in the house of the Earl of
Devon, are favourable pictures of a romantic style of
manners. Penshurst still shines for us, and its
Christmas revels, " where logs not burn, but men."
At Wilton House, the " Arcadia " was written, amidst
conversations with Fulke Greville, Lord Brooke, a
man of no vulgar mind, as his own poems declare him
I must hold Ludlow Castle an honest house, for which
Milton's "Comus" was written, and the company
nobly bred which performed it with knowledge and
sympathy. In the roll of nobles are found poets,
philosophers, chemists, astronomers, also men of solid
virtues and of lofty sentiments; often they have been
the friends and patrons of genius and learning, and
especially of the fine arts; and at this moment, almost
every great house has its sumptuous picture-gallery,

Of course there is another side to this gorgeous
show.   Every victory was the defeat of a party only
less worthy.   Castles are proud things, but 'tis safest
1 Dibdin's Literary Reminiscences, voi 1, x!L